
Here is an opportunity to help low-income seniors in your community improve  

food security and reduce malnutrition risk. You might want to investigate  

collaborations with community partners and agencies.  

 

For ideas, please see: Position of the American Dietetic Association, 

American Society for Nutrition, and Society for Nutrition Education: Food and 

Nutrition Programs for Community-Residing Older Adults 

 http://www.eatright.org/About/Content.aspx?id=6442451115  

 

USDA ANNOUNCES GRANTS TO EXPAND NUTRITION HELP FOR LOW-INCOME SENIORS 

 

AoA would like to share this funding opportunity from the U.S. Department of  

Agriculture with you.  

    

Pilot Program Aims To Increase Access And Participation   

    

WASHINGTON, April 14, 2010 - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced  

that USDA will invest in pilot projects to increase access and participation 

in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly the Food 

Stamp Program, among low-income seniors. Award grants totaling approximately 

$8 million will allow State agencies to pursue innovative outreach and 

delivery pilot projects.  

 

USDA's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is encouraging State agencies to 

submit grant applications for programs designed to boost SNAP participation 

among Medicare's Extra Help population. Extra Help, also called the Low 

Income Subsidy, is a program to help low-income individuals or couples with 

limited resources pay for their Medicare prescription drug plan costs. Under 

a new law, data from these applications is sent to State Medicaid agencies to 

enroll people in Medicare Savings Programs. FNS will provide funding to 

encourage the Extra Help population to participate in SNAP by using State 

Medicaid agency data from Medicare Savings Programs. FNS invites State 

agencies to submit applications that will implement outreach efforts, 

simplify eligibility, or standardize benefits for this population. The 

deadline to submit grant proposal applications is June 30, 2010.  

 

While the participation rate among all eligible persons was 66 percent in 

2007, the participation rate is less than one third (32%) among eligible 

elderly.  

Research shows multiple reasons why eligible people, including seniors, do 

not participate in SNAP. These include stigma, unawareness of eligibility, 

confusion about program rules and requirements, and lack of transportation.  

 

FNS oversees the administration of 15 nutrition assistance programs that 

touch the lives of one in four Americans over the course of a year. The 

largest program, SNAP, puts healthy food on the table for more than 39.4 

million people each month.  

 

Interested State agencies may obtain grant applications at 

http://www.grants.gov  

or http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap      

 

 

 

 


